
NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

COUNCIL

Monday, 11 March 2019

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 
COUNCIL, WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE GUILDHALL NORTHAMPTON ON 
MONDAY, 11 MARCH 2019 AT 6:30 PM WHEN THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS IS 
PROPOSED TO BE TRANSACTED

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

2. MINUTES  

To approve the minutes of the proceedings of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday, 
25 February 2019. (Copy to follow.)

3. APOLOGIES  

4. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PETITIONS  

6. MEMBER AND PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

7. CABINET MEMBER PRESENTATIONS  

8. OPPOSITION GROUP BUSINESS  

Councillor Smith to make a statement on housing.

9. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS  

10. UPDATE ON CARRIED MOTIONS  

11. NOTICES OF MOTION  



i) Councillor Beardsworth to propose and Councillor B Markham to second:

“This Council believes that to maintain a connection between communities in 
Northampton and a remoter Unitary Council that the new body needs to embrace 
Neighbourhood working supported by delegated budgets. 

The Council calls on NBC representatives on the Shadow Authority to promote the 
concept of Neighbourhood working to enable residents and local stakeholders to 
influence improvements in their local area.”

ii) Councillor Beardsworth to propose and Councillor B Markham to second:

“This Council recognises the danger of Northampton losing its strong voice in a newly 
formed West Northamptonshire Unitary Council.

The Council also recognises that it should strive for equity for all communities in any 
new arrangements that flow from the Community Governance review considering 
parishing arrangements within the existing borough boundary.

The Council will aim to ensure that the new arrangements provide a strong voice for 
Northampton and ensure that no community is excluded from some form of first level 
of Local Government representation.”

iii) Councillor Birch to propose and Councillor Joyce to second:

“In preparation for the transition to Unitary we call upon NBC to produce a Sports 
Strategy for the people of Northampton that draws on the Sports Strategy for West 
Northamptonshire of 2009.

The purpose of this strategy, as well as reviewing current facilities, would be to identify 
gaps, reflect current user preferences and requirements. 

Only by doing this can we protect the assets in Northampton for the people of the 
town.”

iv) Councillor B Markham to propose and Councillor Larratt to second:

“In September 2018 this Council expressed its concern about the number of housing 
developments that were failing to deliver open spaces and other amenities to adoption 
standards and transfer them to the relevant local authority but instead were establishing 
management companies to manage and maintain them with no democratic oversight or 
accountability.

In order to protect residents from uncontrolled charges and poor levels of service this 
Council would like to see all open spaces and other amenities provided by developers 
built to the standard required by local authorities for adoption, and calls upon Planning 



Officers to do all that they can to achieve this in their negotiations with developers.

This Council wishes to make it clear that it will aim for open space land on new 
residential developments to be transferred into the Council’s ownership.

Furthermore, this Council also calls on other local authorities, i.e. Northamptonshire 
County Council, when offering their land for sale for potential residential development 
to make it a condition of sale that the relevant local authority retains ownership of the 
open space within the proposed development.

Additionally, this Council will fully research the problems and issues that residents, 
Residents Associations, and Parish Councils have with management companies in 
Northampton and resolves to write to the Secretary of State expressing them as well as 
the views of the Council.  Furthermore, this Council will work with the Local 
Government Association to lobby the Government for legislation to address the issue of 
Management Companies with a view to protecting residents from unreasonable 
maintenance charges, giving them the right to challenge such charges, as well as 
providing communities, including Town and Parish Councils, the opportunity to take on 
the role and responsibilities of the management companies.”

12. MATTERS OF URGENCY WHICH BY REASON OF SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES THE MAYOR IS OF THE OPINION SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED.  

George Candler – Chief Executive
The Guildhall
Northampton

Public Participation

1. Comments and Petitions

1.1 A member of the public (or an accredited representative of a business ratepayer of the 
Borough) may make a comment or present a petition on any matter in relation to which the 
Council has powers.  A comment or presentation of a petition shall be for no more than three 
minutes.  No notice of the nature of the comment to be made or of the petition is required 
except for the need to register to speak by 12 noon on the day of the meeting.

(Public comments and petitions will not be taken and the Annual Council Meeting or other civic or 
ceremonial meetings.)

NOTES
i. Comments may be on one or more subjects but each person has no longer than three 

minutes to have their say.
ii. The same person may make a comment and present a petition on different subjects.  

In such instances that person will have three minutes to make their comment and a separate three 
minutes to present a petition.



2. Member and Public Questions

2.1 A member of the public (or business ratepayer of the Borough) may ask a maximum of two 
written questions at each meeting, each limited to a maximum of 50 words, on any matter in 
relation to which the Council has powers.  Each question shall:

 be submitted in writing and delivered, faxed or e-mailed to Democratic Services 
no later than 10.00am seven calendar days before the day of the meeting; and

 include the name and address of the questioner and the name of the Cabinet 
member/Committee Chair to whom the question is put.

2.2 At the meeting, copies of all questions and the responses to them from the public and 
Members will be made available to the public and press.  The Mayor may allow one 
supplementary question, without notice, that arises directly from the original question or 
response.

(Questions will not be taken at the Annual Council Meeting or at civic or ceremonial meetings or 
meetings called to deal with specific items of business.)

NOTES
In respect of paragraph 2.1 above, questions may be rejected on certain grounds that are set out on 
page 4-12 of the Council’s Constitution and which may be viewed at 
www.northampton.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=1919 or by seeking advice using 
the contact details below.

3. Motions

3.1 A member of the public may register to speak to a motion under the ‘Notices of Motion’ 
item on the agenda.  Registration to speak must be made to Democratic Services by 12 noon 
on the day to the meeting.  Speaking to a motion is restricted to three minutes per person.

(The ‘Notices of Motion’ item will not be taken at the Annual Council meeting or meetings called 
for civic or ceremonial purposes.)

4. General

A member of the public may make a comment, present a petition, ask a question or speak to a 
motion at the same meeting subject to the restrictions set out above.

5.  Contacts

Democratic Services: e-mail democraticservices@northampton.gov.uk

Tel 01604 837722

Mail Democratic Services
Northampton Borough Council
The Guildhall
St Giles Square
Northampton NN1 1DE

http://www.northampton.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=1919
mailto:democraticservices@northampton.gov.uk

